
What’s on!                                            

            May 2025 
 

 

Diary Dates 

2 May Visit by Students 

7 May Caring for medals 

8 May. VE Day Flag raising 

8 May. VE Day Lighting of beacon 

18 May Frezenberg Day 

Flag Raising. On Thursday 8th May 2025, the Mayor of Charnwood, 
Councillor Dr Julie Bradshaw MBE, will be hosting a short flag raising 
ceremony, about 15 minutes, to mark the 80th Anniversary of VE 
Day.  The ceremony will take place outside the Main Council Offices, 
Southfield Road, Loughborough and is scheduled to begin at 10:00am. 

Lighting the Beacon. Charnwood will mark 80 years since VE Day with a special beacon 
lighting event at Queen’s Park in Loughborough on Thursday, 
8 May 2025, with information stalls and activities taking place 
from 8.30pm, and the lighting of the beacon around 9.30pm. 

A competition to find a local resident with a military 
background or a connection to VE Day has been run by 
Charnwood Borough Council, the person chosen will light the 
beacon. The beacon located in Queen’s Park will be one of 
thousands up and down the country lit to mark 80 years since 
the end of the Second World War in Europe on 8 May 1945. 

Mayor of Charnwood, Cllr Dr Julie Bradshaw MBE, said: “It is a great honour to be Mayor of 
Charnwood for a second beacon lighting, after last year’s event to mark 80 years since the 
D-Day invasion. This year’s beacon lighting will be a poignant and memorable event for 
residents and visitors to Queen’s Park. 

“Charnwood has a rich military history and strong Armed Forces connection and marking 
the anniversary of the end of the Second World War in Europe and to pay tribute to those 
who lost their lives is so important. I look forward to seeing many residents and visitors at 



Queen’s Park on the evening of Thursday, 8 May.” The council website with a link to the 
national VE Day website: https://www.charnwood.gov.uk/pages/ve80 

See you there? 

A number of information stalls, including the Army Reserve, 
Loughborough Sea Cadets, Loughborough Wellbeing Centre, 
Royal British Legion and the Loughborough Library Local Studies 
Group, will be in Queen’s Park from 8.30pm. It is likely that we 
too, will have a stall. I will send out details later. 

The Granby Street gate to the park will remain open throughout 
the event to allow people to exit following the beacon lighting. 

Beacon lightings and events to mark the 80th anniversary of VE Day will also be taking place 
in towns and villages in Charnwood. You can find details about events taking place across 
the borough by visiting the Council's dedicated webpage. 
 
The previous beacon lighting to take place in Queen’s Park was in June last year to mark the 
80th anniversary of D-Day.       
 
Visit by Students. A group of students from Loughborough University are visiting Charnwood 

Museum and the carillon on the 2 May. As we are closed, I will be giving a talk on the history of the 

tower on the front steps.  

Caring for Medals. An online talk on 7 May. This was one of the training opportunities I distributed 

and I was the only taker. What happened to the ‘thirst for knowledge’? 

Frezenberg Day. The Battle of Frezenberg 13 May 1915 was the Leicestershire Yeomanry’s 
most celebrated battle of WW1 and their most costly. Each year on the 
Sunday closest to the 13 May the Leicestershire and Derbyshire Yeomanry 
Association host the annual service of remembrance of the battle. This year 
on Sunday 18 May at the Parish Church, Newtown Linford followed by 
wreath laying at the Leicestershire Memorial in Bradgate Park. Timings are: 
 

11.00 Service at All Saint’s Parish Church, Newtown Linford 
12.20 Act of Remembrance at the Leicestershire Yeomanry Memorial, Bradgate Park 
13.30 Buffett Lunch at the Linford Pub, Newtown Linford. 
 
If anyone wants to know the full story of the LY memorial, we have a folder full of 
documents relating to it.  
 

All regiments have a ‘Regimental Day’ sometimes named after a famous battle as 
with the Leicestershire Yeomanry, sometimes named after another important event 
in the regiment’s history as with the Royal Leicestershire Regiment’s, ‘Royal Tigers 
Weekend’ celebrating the award of the ‘Royal’ prefix.  However, there was just one regiment 
whose regimental day was named after an individual. Any idea? Which regiment and who 
was the individual? I will give you a clue, think of a breakfast cereal and no, it is not 
‘Kellogg’s Day’ 
 

https://www.charnwood.gov.uk/pages/ve80
http://www.charnwood.gov.uk/ve80


Band Concerts. The list of band concerts in Queen’s Park in 2025. All concerts start at 2pm 

and are, of course, free. 

 11 May - Loughborough Students Union (LSU) Classical Concert Band 
 1 June - Charnwood Concert Band 
 8 June - Junkyard Cats Jazz Band 
 15 June - Ratby Crescendo Brass Band 
 22 June - Charnwood Symphonic Wind Orchestra 
 29 June - Melbourne Town Band 
 6 July - Loughborough Concert Band 
 13 July - Loughborough Male Voice Choir 
 20 July - Syston Town Band 
 27 July - Quorn Ukulele Orchestra 
 10 August - The Melton Band 
 17 August - New Orleans Hotshots Jazz Band 
 31 August - Bellatones Band 
 14 September - Nottingham Concert Band 

 
Charnwood Forest - 100 Treasures. This project invites you to nominate one of the many 

treasures within the Charnwood Forest area, whether it be part 

of the natural world, historic building or museum item. I have 

completed the form and nominated the Leicestershire 

Yeomanry’s memorial in Bradgate Park. We have a folder with 

the details of how the plot was chosen and the money raised to 

build the memorial. We also have in the collection the original 

badge from the memorial.  When the memorial was completed, 

it was decided that the regimental cap badge on the memorial 

was too small and replaced with a larger one, 

Unfortunately, as with many objects donated in the early days of the 

museum the donor was not recorded. It is however, our fault that the 

object has never been photographed for the catalogue and even 

worse is that when it was removed from the Yeomanry Room its 

present location was not recorded.  

Anyway, back to the 100 Treasures, if you want to join in and nominate 

a site or object click on the link: Charnwood Forest in 100 Treasures - 

Charnwood Forest Geopark 

 

Mel Gould 

28.4.2025 
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