What’s on!
June 2025

Diary Dates
Doomed to a life of solitude

2 June Meeting of Heritage Weekend Participants
4 June Bayonet Day
23 June Loughborough Heritage Forum Meeting

Heritage Weekend. Many of the Loughborough heritage organisations came together last
year to advertise their offering as a group, anyone searching the Heritage Open Days website
and typing in ‘Loughborough’ should see everything going on in Loughborough during the
weekend 21/22 September 2025 once that section of the site goes live.

There is a meeting at 11am at the Great Central Railway on Monday 2 June, | normally
attend but if anyone wants to join me, they are welcome. At the moment our draft
application to take part states that we will open over the weekend 10 till 4pm both days. |
have asked the council if we can have organised and controlled tours to the upper floors and
the balcony but if we get an answer before September | will be surprised.

Bayonets. We have more than 40 bayonets in the
collection (search ‘bayonet’ on the online
catalogue) and although they are all catalogued
with a description, | am not confident that all the
descriptions and information is correct. Identifying
bayonets, because there are hundreds of types,
makes and modifications, is a job for an expert.

Mr Les Kirk, a stall holder selling military memorabilia on the Friday Market and who has
donated a number of objects to the museum over the years, put me in touch with such an
expert and he will look at all our bayonets on Wednesday 4 June starting at 11am at
Charnwood Museum

Whilst we have all the bayonets out and all in one place, | want to take the opportunity to
clean them, wipe them down, lightly oil the blade and treat the scabbard and any woodwork
with Renaissance wax polish, a special wax, developed by, | think, the British museum. It dries
almost immediately and protects the surface. It can be used on almost any surface, metal,
wood or leather.

| will confirm the details in a separate email and will be asking for a couple of volunteers to
help with the cleaning and waxing.


https://www.heritageopendays.org.uk/
https://priorypolishes.co.uk/product/renaissance-wax-polish/?msclkid=69c513e3cb4816abe6c57bdb85164999nai

Loughborough Heritage Forum. Another collection of members representing nearly all the
heritage offers in Loughborough. CBC and Love Loughborough also attend. The meeting
starts at 1pm on 23 June at Longcliffe Golf Club. There is plenty of parking and the Itinerary
for the afternoon includes:

1.00pm Buffet lunch provided by our Sponsor the Loughborough Building Society
2.00pm Meeting opening

Iltem 1 on the agenda is Jess Voller Bell CEO of The Generator, on the future plans for the
Generator. (The Generator is the old college building on Packe Street)

The Online catalogue. Whilst we were sorting out the weapons and ammunition for display
at the bottom of the box was the ID bracelet of a French soldier, Gabrial Burr how it got
there we will never know. | searched his name on the internet, just to confirm it was a
French name and lo and behold the entry for the bracelet on our online catalogue came up,
something that has never happened before.

However, when | told Mary, who has been involved with
website since Dotwall created a new site for us, she
could not replicate the result. My laptop searches using
‘Bing’ and Mary used ‘Google’. So, Bing finds an object
on our catalogue but Google doesn’t. You try, type in the
man’s name, ‘Gabrial Burr and can anyone work out
what the other information means on the bracelet.

The War Horse Memorial. This site honours the sacrifice of animals in wartime and
Songster features on one of the pages see: 7 — Songster — The War Horse Memorial

There is a YouTube video of the unveiling of the metal
armature of Songster in the park, | have managed to
download it to my laptop in anticipation of adding it to the
interactive screen which has been installed on the ground
floor. Unfortunately, after that success | have been unable to
download anything from YouTube, anyone out there who can
do it? I'm looking for a short, 2- or 3-minute, video of
Caroline playing the clavier.

- Songster -
" Charnwood’s war horse

Loughborough’s WW1 War Horse see.... Video campaign/15s/
Green_Paint - Horizontal

Wilfred Moss. | told you in a previous email about the response to one of Debbie’s blogs on
the website: 'The Controversial Carillon' from a lady in New Zealand. Since then, we have
received the following from her:

“Thank you very much for sending me copies of your book. They will be marvellous to have
and share with family here and in Australia.


https://www.thewarhorsememorial.org/100-hero-horses/100-hero-horses/hero-horse7?fbclid=IwY2xjawKRuFtleHRuA2FlbQIxMQBicmlkETFFNHAzMmdENUJnbXhYTDZEAR40BENG4miKa5259zElyRlSlKe5w-bE9THi1C33Lk970qDfRKm96DM3fJcdPA_aem_XVFAjGHMNRAErkbLApf-Vg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XdecJDNHSp0&t=24s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XdecJDNHSp0&t=24s
https://carillontower.org.uk/the-controversial-carillon/ia/

“Wilfred Moss was my great-grandfather. His only daughter, Nora Harding Moss, was my
maternal grandmother. My mother Anne Pearson, enlisted with the WAAF as a 17-year-old,
and met my Kiwi father, who was in the RAF in 1941. They married in December 1942 and
later returned to New Zealand where they studied medicine together and had five children.
We kept close ties with our grandparents, who came out to NZ for several years to help my
parents with childcare during the medical course.

My mother died at 97 in 2021. Here is a link to her life story for your interest: Anne Priscilla
McKinnon (nee Pearson and Jarvis) — The Early Medical Women of New Zealand

“I’'ve also attached a photograph of Wilfred Moss, probably prior to WWI. It was in an album
| found after my mother died and unfortunately wasn’t dated. He apparently gave my
mother and her sisters their nicknames and was a good storyteller. My mother remembered
him affectionately”..

Archive Boxes. We have over 1000 documents in 45 document boxes. Over the last few
years, a number of items have been moved from these boxes to
folders, for example; we had 42 Christmas cards from WW1, WW2
and regimental scattered over the 45 boxes but have now all been put
together in a single folder. In some cases, the location of the items
was not updated on the main catalogue (locations, along with donor
details are not visible on the online catalogue) this was entirely my
fault.

Looking for volunteers to compare the content of the individual boxes with the catalogue
entry, a couple of boxes at a time, | will provide the printout of what is supposed to be in the
box you just tick the items that are in the boxes and record any discrepancies. Absolutely no
hurry. Each item is separated by acid free tissue and the items, in some cases, need careful
handling. Attached is a list of items in DBX40 there are the odd items that would benefit by
having a photograph and if you spot any spelling mistakes just ring them on the sheet and
they will be corrected.

Leicester War Memorials Project. | have mentioned this organisation before but | think they
do such a great job that | make no apologies for mentioning them again. The link to their
website: Leicester City, County & Rutland At Risk War Memorials Project - At Risk War
Memorials Project and their newsletter is attached.

Finally. | have produced this monthly newsletter for about 12 years and in all that time |
think | have had contributions from the volunteers on only three occasions. Any chance we
can reverse this extremely poor response?


https://www.earlymedwomen.auckland.ac.nz/2021/09/23/anne-priscilla-mckinnon-nee-pearson-and-jarvis/
https://www.earlymedwomen.auckland.ac.nz/2021/09/23/anne-priscilla-mckinnon-nee-pearson-and-jarvis/
https://www.atriskwarmemorials.co.uk/
https://www.atriskwarmemorials.co.uk/
https://www.atriskwarmemorials.co.uk/
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