
What’s on!  

               July 2025 
Diary Dates  

4 July First Aid Training 

4 July Hope Bell Unveiling 

First Aid Training. Thanks to Charnwood Museum we are able to access a 

day’s training and six of our volunteers are taking advantage of the 

opportunity. Having some F/A training is an invaluable skill and if you 

have never been in a situation where first aid was required, I can 

guarantee that at some time in your life you will be in that situation and 

training gives you the confidence to act and help. 

Hope Bell. The Hope Bell must finally be finished as the grand unveiling of the structure 

which will mark the impact of the Covid-19 pandemic on local 

communities, will take place this Friday. 

The ceremony is at Queen's Park on Friday, 4 July at 10.30am and will 
include the first ringing of the Bell.  It will be a tribute to the NHS, key 
workers and serve as a reminder of how people came together to 
support each other in challenging times. Pity that it clashes with the 
first aid training so some people will be unable to attend. To find out 
more, visit: https://www.charnwood.gov.uk/.../official_unveiling_of... 

 
Museum Progress. Not long now, as far as I can tell. All the story boards are in place and 
there is very little left for Vertigo to complete. Unfortunately, Vertigo is also managing the 
Hope Bell project and with an unveiling date announced all their efforts are directed 
towards that. We have started to place objects in the central glass case but are not 
confident about entering the case: the central wall which acts to separate the cabinet into 
two sides does pivot to allow you to get around but with objects attached to it we will be 
leaving the placing of the German mannequin and other objects to Vertigo. Visit our website 
homepage to see a couple of images. Loughborough Carillon & War Memorial Museum 
 

Bank Charges. You may remember some time ago; I dealt with a letter 

from the Charity Commission (CC) to the big four banks asking/telling 

them to be more sympathetic in their dealings with charities. We are 

with HSBC who are charging us £5 a month and 40p for every 

transaction.  

Christine tried repeatedly to switch banks in the hope of avoiding charges but it appeared 

that no other bank would accept us, even Lloyds who have ‘treasurer’s account’ for small 

charities. Christine and I were at a meeting with a business manager at HSBC and he hadn’t 

https://www.charnwood.gov.uk/.../official_unveiling_of...
https://carillontower.org.uk/


seen or heard of the letter. It hadn’t filtered down to the front line staff. I emailed him a 

copy. 

We have now been told that from July the £5 a monthly charge will be dropped, not, of 

course, in response to our actions but no doubt because of all those other small charities 

who also made their feelings known to the bank. See: Letter to Chief Executives of UK Banks 

eBay. Since we started selling on eBay, we have sold 916 items and 
823 people have left feedback and it is pleasing to see that we have 
achieved 100% positive feedback.  
 
The big problem with eBay is not eBay but the postal costs. Sell three 
bookmarks and the postage costs more than the three bookmarks. 
Off set by people paying 99p for the free download of the carillon 
model. See: Items for sale by carillonsales | eBay 
 
Armed Forces Day. Despite the heat the event was a great success, I emailed Nick Shaw, the 
CBC organiser, to thank him for his efforts. We were fairly fortunate that we were in the 
shade of a tree not least because it cost me £1 for a glass of water. The wind was a little bit 
of a problem and Neil spent most of the day holding on to the display board. I was very 
encouraged by the number of our volunteers who showed up and a special thanks to Neil, 
Adam, Debbie and Eric for their help setting up the stall. I was asked to go on the stage and 
talk about the progress of the museum, I declined, I would have struggled to say anything 
positive. 

One rather unusual occurrence, we have a very large 
pair of boots and invite the public to try them on with 
the promise that Prince Charming will marry whom so 
ever they fit. Normally it is children and young ladies 
who take up the challenge but, on this occasion, it was 
a gentleman with, obviously, very large feet, not only 
did they fit but he claimed they were extremely 
comfortable?? He did however decline the offer of 
marriage to the prince. 

Two photographs from the Charnwood 
Council Facebook page I spent all day in blazer and tie (a mistake)  (3) charnwood borough 

council - search results | Facebook 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/charity-banking-and-access-to-bank-services/letter-to-chief-executives-of-uk-banks
https://www.ebay.co.uk/sch/i.html?item=163927988269&rt=nc&_trksid=p4429486.m145687.l2562&_ssn=carillonsales
https://www.facebook.com/search/top?q=charnwood%20borough%20council
https://www.facebook.com/search/top?q=charnwood%20borough%20council


Disposals. Deleting some old files on my laptop I came across the 

article below from the Yarcombe, Devon. A few tears ago we 

returned the Death Plaque of Thomas Batton to his village. At the 

time we were trying to place some of the many Death Plaques we 

held to a more relevant location, they had to be public institutions 

and the plaques should be on public display (we avoided the 

families as it is likely they sold the plaque in the first place.) Here 

is the entry on the Yarcoombe website: World Wars - WWI 

From memory and without consulting the Exit Forms we returned plaques to Kilwinning in  
Ayrshire, two churches, a museum on Mersea Island and others. Killwinning was interesting  
as Marigold pointed out that the man’s name was spelt wrong on their war memorial. On 

the village website it acknowledges our transfer of the plaque and the discrepancy of the 

spelling see: World War I and Three Kilwinning Men - North Ayrshire Heritage 

Can You Help? (Ollie?) I have a word document that I cannot open. I just get a message 

telling me to open it with a ‘Text Recovery Converter’ I followed the instructions on the 

internet but have failed. Can anyone help me? It is the current Petty Cash sheet. I am happy 

to meet and bring my laptop. 

See the Yarcombe story below. 

http://www.yarcombe.net/WorldWar1.html
https://naheritage.co.uk/world-war-i-and-three-kilwinning-men


Yarcombe Commemoration Service Sunday 21st October 2018  

The death Plaque of Thomas Batten. Ox & Bucks Light Infantry 

On Sunday 21st October at a service held in the Baptist Chapel Yarcombe Nick Randle 

Chairman of Yarcombe Parish Council presented a bronze Memorial Plaque, popularly 

known as the Widows Penny that had been awarded to the family of Thomas Batten who 

lost his life in the Great War, this Plaque will be laid up in perpetuity in the same chapel 

where Thomas worshipped with his family over a century ago  

Thomas Batten was killed in action on 1st April 1018 whilst serving with the 21st Battalion of 

the Ox and Bucks Light Infantry he was 28 years. Thomas is recorded as Missing in Action 

and he has no known grave he is however remembered with Honour on the Pozieres 

Memorial in the Somme. The action in which he lost his life relates to the period of crisis in 

March and April 1918 when the Allied Fifth Army was driven back by overwhelming 

numbers of the enemy across the former Somme battlefields, eventually after months of 

vicious fighting the German Armies were driven into retreat which ultimately led to the 

Advance to Victory, which began on 8 August 1918. 

Thomas was born in Yarcombe in 1890 and was the son of Eli and Mary-Jane Batten who 

lived at 1 the Beacon, a small hamlet that overlooks the village of Yarcombe. There exists a 

grave stone at the Baptist chapel were a number of members of his family are 

commemorated and thus we know with certainty that his family worshipped there. It was 

thus fitting that the Widows Penny be returned to a sacred sanctuary which he knew and 

loved. 

This plaque has been presented to The Parish in perpetuity by Carillon War Memorial 
Museum which is situated in Loughborough, and was originally donated to that Museum in 
2002; the Trustees of this museum who made this most wonderful of gifts to our 
community will be pleased to learn that it has now found its way back to the home where 
Thomas lived. 

The service was well attended by parishioners who enjoyed listening to songs by Maggie`s 

Mix and after which Nick Randle Yarcombe Parish Council Chairman, gave the talk based on 

the background to the Widows Penny and Thomas Batten, there then followed   a 

presentation where the Penny, suitably mounted in an oak frame, which was received by 

Michael Rich on behalf of the Yarcombe Baptist Chapel   

Thelma Clarke who had taken the service comes from a long line of Baptist ministers and lay 

preachers, including the first female Baptist lay preacher in the country, but had thought 

that it was particularly appropriate that Michael should accept this as his family would have 

known the Batten family at the turn of the Century.  

 

 


