
What’s on!  

               August 2025 
Diary Dates. 

14 August Training 

15 August VJ Day 

Volunteer Training. Thursday 14 August, 10.15 am. Meet at Charnwood Museum. Carrie, 

Charnwood Museum manager, is to conduct a short training session so that everyone is 

briefed and understands the policies and procedures that apply to any volunteer on duty in 

the ground floor museum in the tower. The session should take a maximum of one hour. I 

urge everyone, whether you have volunteered for duty in the tower or not, to attend. It is in 

everyone’s interest to have an understanding of the rules and for some of you it will be your 

first opportunity to see the new museum.  

As this is a training session, we can reimburse any travel costs.  

Flag Raising Ceremony. On Friday 15th August 2025, the Mayor of Charnwood, Councillor 
David Northage, will be hosting a short flag raising ceremony, about 15 minutes, to mark the 
80th Anniversary of VJ Day.  The ceremony will take place outside the Main Council Offices, 
Southfield Road, Loughborough, LE11 2TX and is scheduled to begin at 10:00am. 
  
The mayor has asked me to invite members of our organisation to attend this ceremony. 
 

VJ Day Event. WW2, and on the 15 August 1945 the Japanese 

Emperor Hirohito announced on the radio in his first ever 

broadcast that the war was over and asked the Japanese 

people, “to endure the unendurable and bear the unbearable”. 

He did not use the words surrender or defeat merely that the 

war was over. Nearly three million of his subjects were dead, 

many more injured and the country was in ruins. 

Charnwood will mark the 80th anniversary of that day with an event in Queen’s Park. For 

details of the event see: 80th anniversary of VJ Day - Charnwood Borough Council. We have 

not yet applied to be part of the event as I am unsure of the appetite of the volunteers. 

Setting up the stall for two hours is a lot of effort. We could open the ground floor museum; 

it should be finished by then. 

Loughborough Local Studies will have an exhibition in the library and we 

have loaned them some objects including a framed Japanese Prayer Flag 

(hinomaru). Good luck messages were written on the national flag by 

friends and relations and the soldier carried it into battle. We have three  

https://www.charnwood.gov.uk/pages/vj_day_2025


of these flags in the collection. Search 1987.8 on Catalogue - Loughborough Carillon & War 

Memorial Museum 

Training Opportunities. This link takes you to the newsletter of Museum Development 

Midlands and numerous training opportunities. Most of them are on Zoom and last just one 

hour. I have always advertised all training opportunities for volunteers and encouraged 

people to take advantage of these offers.  MDM News and Events - July 2025 

The Zeppelin Trail. Loughborough Library Local Studies Volunteers 

have updated their small booklet. The Loughborough Zeppelin Trail. 

There is a map showing the sites of the four bombs that were 

dropped and details of the casualties and the damage caused. It is 

quite a comprehensive account of that fateful night, 16 pages and 

illustrated throughout.  

I have to be careful here as they have given us 50 copies but, 

although they included the wooden board in the Rushes on which 

the original brass plaque was screwed (we have the brass plaque) 

neither the brass plaque or the large plaque commemorating the 

victims of the bombing which we campaigned for and raised the £6000 cost feature in the 

booklet. 

We can produce a single page supplement which can be included in the booklet, explaining 

why those killed in the raid were not commemorated on the carillon (thank you Neil, he told 

me), the background to the memorial and the raising of the money, the largest donation 

came from Zeppelin Systems in Germany. They sent us a cheque for £1000. We unveiled the 

memorial at 8pm 31 January 2016, 100 years after the raid. I took my youngest grand 

daughter in the hope that she might be alive at the 200th anniversary. 

Looking Back. Found this, an article in the Loughborough 

Echo telling of the time we won ‘Best Project under £750’ 

with the carillon model. I had spent hours at home cutting 

and folding paper in an attempt to create a cut and fold 

model of the tower and failed. 

I appealed on Facebook for a model maker to come up with 

a design. Just two days later Goff, who was our IT expert at the time, emailed me with the 

design we use today. We have it on eBay as a free download. We cannot offer it on eBay for 

nothing so it is priced at 99p and in the description it explains that it is free and not to send 

any money however, just occasionally people do pay 99p for a free download. See:  Carillon 

Model For the Loughborough Echo piece see: Award for town war memorial museum - 

Loughborough Echo 

Find an Object. I might have mentioned this before but it can’t hurt to remind you. A website listing 

objects that museums are trying to dispose of. We haven’t got the room for anything else but there 

might be some gem that has a local connection or interest.  Find an Object - Museums Association 

 

https://carillontower.org.uk/museum/museum-catalogue/
https://carillontower.org.uk/museum/museum-catalogue/
https://mailchi.mp/mdmidlands/june-25-newsletter-12929286?e=cdf110bc4b
https://www.ebay.co.uk/itm/163778540226?_skw=loughborough+carillon&itmmeta=01K0YRH6D19GMJMY3NMMZWYC20&hash=item2621f632c2:g:qyYAAOSwIzpdLM9J&itmprp=enc%3AAQAKAAAA0FkggFvd1GGDu0w3yXCmi1fSSGrvKJymlSQr4jGRXmHZvMIFtQAlZzN%2Bns4pNSk2Aah5br87ZpSDDYCV%2FVvg9Ai9DSsNY0h67pxXlqNLpjrzvWUEGVBRYiDWEjyviJLhNZEvCHUBGs7Ly1vOAz8AWJwNrntRePIHC3ufjFdWJEX9bp05S1mlZsfqNF64XmBBoPyxFfECJkT2y%2Bs4yiMFAWr80K%2FpBmTh9ZSgn5HDxa2TqRv%2By7rq4QkGIDLjHhh4wo73SBYa32nRaxdSZ4kCAwM%3D%7Ctkp%3ABk9SR9rmxNiHZg
https://www.ebay.co.uk/itm/163778540226?_skw=loughborough+carillon&itmmeta=01K0YRH6D19GMJMY3NMMZWYC20&hash=item2621f632c2:g:qyYAAOSwIzpdLM9J&itmprp=enc%3AAQAKAAAA0FkggFvd1GGDu0w3yXCmi1fSSGrvKJymlSQr4jGRXmHZvMIFtQAlZzN%2Bns4pNSk2Aah5br87ZpSDDYCV%2FVvg9Ai9DSsNY0h67pxXlqNLpjrzvWUEGVBRYiDWEjyviJLhNZEvCHUBGs7Ly1vOAz8AWJwNrntRePIHC3ufjFdWJEX9bp05S1mlZsfqNF64XmBBoPyxFfECJkT2y%2Bs4yiMFAWr80K%2FpBmTh9ZSgn5HDxa2TqRv%2By7rq4QkGIDLjHhh4wo73SBYa32nRaxdSZ4kCAwM%3D%7Ctkp%3ABk9SR9rmxNiHZg
https://www.loughboroughecho.net/news/local-news/award-town-war-memorial-museum-14973026
https://www.loughboroughecho.net/news/local-news/award-town-war-memorial-museum-14973026
https://www.museumsassociation.org/find-an-object/


Document Check. We have over 800 documents stored in 46 archive boxes. Volunteers have been 

checking the contents of each box and we are now nearly half way through. 

They were asked to check each item against the catalogue, check the catalogue 

for spelling mistakes and an accurate description of the item and take a 

photograph if the item lent itself to an image on the catalogue. I would like to 

thank those involved for their help. I struggle to check these boxes as I am 

inclined to read everything and it takes forever.  

August 2015. Because this is such a short newsletter here is the link to the newsletter from 10 years 

ago. Interesting to see we had three floors of museum and opened six days a week.    aug15.pdf 

M Gould 31.7. 25 

 

https://www.loughborough-rollofhonour.com/news/aug15.pdf

