
What’s on! 
               December 2025
Diary Dates.

4 Dec. Committee Meeting

See ‘Key Christmas Events’ below

New Year’s Resolution. Recruit more volunteers. We just about managed this year to fully staff the 
ground floor museum. A number of our volunteers chose not to man the reception desk and I fully 
understand, some people volunteered when we offered the opportunity to be involved in the objects 
and displays, others may be concerned at the decision to bar the public (and ourselves) from 
accessing the stairs which means we have a pretty poor offering, a single room museum.

However, those people who manned the ground floor will tell you that interacting with the visitors is 
really enjoyable and rewarding and although it is not for everyone it is far more rewarding than I 
thought it would be. There were times we could have done with a couple more front of house people 
so in the new year we will be trying to recruit more. 

We have an advert on Volunteer Action Leicestershire and there are other sites that deal with 
recruiting locally. We have Facebook, Instagram, the website and the New Street notice board but 
the best method is word of mouth, you talking to people who might want to do a couple of hours a 
week in an interesting and pleasant venue, meeting and engaging with all sorts of people.

Bing the Parachuting Dog. The story of this dog from Loughborough 
suddenly hit the news, locally and nationally, a (rather ugly) armature 
appeared alongside Songster complete with storyboard. John, our 
resident Para, even saluted it (unfortunately there is no protocol about 
saluting dogs as no one ever imagined it would ever be required) 

The one thing missing from the story was the involvement of our 
volunteer, Eric, who alerted us to the story about three years ago. We 
first of all bought up every copy of the book on the internet for resale. 
Eric bought a stuffed toy dog and we managed to get hold of a small 
military parachute, a drogue, (look it up). It was suspended from the 
ceiling in the first floor room with a photograph of the dog, which is 
stuffed and in a glass case at the Airborne Museum at Duxford, courtesy of Neil’s brother who is a 
volunteer there. Rather surprisingly I haven’t got a photograph of our parachuting dog.

We kept a copy of the book if anyone wants to read the story of dog from Loughborough that found 
fame. Loughborough statue for dog Bing who played big part in WW2 - CBBC Newsround

YouTube Video. Came across this video where Loughborough’s John Barsby is one of the 
casualties it features The Leicestershire Regiment Rememberance Day 2025 

The Barsby brother’s story is on our Roll of honour website at: Loughborough Roll of Honour 
- Search WW1 

https://www.loughborough-rollofhonour.com/search/ww1.htm
https://www.loughborough-rollofhonour.com/search/ww1.htm
https://www.youtube.com/shorts/PkTS8WRj3eo
https://volunteer.valonline.org.uk/opportunity/front-of-house-loughborough-carillon-museum/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/newsround/articles/c62962pjlylo.amp


Donations/Sales. In the few weeks we were open the shell case by the door was not in the most 
prominent position. We had taken out the notes which amounted 
the £45 and when we finally closed, we counted about £185 in 
change including a 5 Euro note and three old pound coins. (I say 
‘about’ as the paperwork has already been passed to Christine and 
I cannot remember the exact figures). We did not count the copper 
which is still in the shell case to be counted later. Anybody?

One problem is that our bank, HSBC, does not take coin. I have to write a personal cheque for the 
amount and I end up with a couple of hundred pounds of change. I can bank change at the Post 
Office but at my local office they will only take four bags at a time.

We do have another form of donations: in reply to the ‘Donation’ article I sent out it was suggested 
that we ask people to make a direct debit or a bequest in their will. We do however, have a way 
people can make regular payments, the Charnwood Community Lottery just a pound a week (how much 
is a coffee?) and we get a regular income. If you want a go and nominate us as your good cause we 
are Loughborough Carillon War Memorial Museum

Only Christine can report on sales as in the past those sales were managed by Charnwood Museum. I 
could quote the figure from the reports we get from ‘Square Payment System’ but there was some 
confusion amongst some of the volunteers about using the system: my fault, poor explanations and 
demonstrations. I forgot the mnemonic, EDIP, Explanation, Demonstration, Imitation and Practice 
Practice Practice. Must do better.

While we are on the subject of sales we need to think about stock. We have retail items, rubbers, 
rulers, pencil sharpeners and crayons that were purchased even before I was involved with the 
museum. When was the last time we sold a rubber or a pencil sharpener? We need to get rid of 
them, sell them for next to nothing or even give them away. Another item is the carillon CD, who 
buys CDs now? We have reduced the price of the CD to £8 from £9.95 but we probably need to go 
further. Christine?

Size of That Bergan! Imagine my surprise whilst browsing 
Facebook when I came across a post by the Royal Anglian 
Regimental Museum at Duxford asking for the names of the two 
people in a photograph in their collection. Although the 
photograph was taken 55 years ago, I recognised myself and the 
man slightly behind is a Leicester man, Tom Stocks. I am pleased to 
report that both are alive and well.

They had got the location wrong; they said Bahrain but you only 
have to look at the mountains in the background and be familiar 
with the terrain of Bahrain (flat) to know that it isn’t. The 
photograph was taken in the Oman in 1969/70. In those days it 
was known as Muscat and Oman and was a far more primitive 
place than it is today. As a treat for you I have I have reproduced the image.

Some small changes. Follow a meeting in the museum to discuss the comments and suggestions 
made by both visitors and volunteers, a copy of which I sent to you a few weeks ago, we agreed on 
the following points that had not already been acted on. The following are those covering the object 
labels, Debbie will contact Vertigo to see if there are any funds outstanding that will cover the cost. If 
not, we will pay from our own funds. 

https://www.charnwoodlottery.co.uk/support/loughborough-carillon-war-memorial-museum
https://www.charnwoodlottery.co.uk/


I have already had a conversation with the printer we use, the Print Shop, and they have assured me 
they can replicate the colour and style of the labels produced by Vertigo

Some of the text on the story boards is 
too small

We identified about five areas where we thought the text 
was too small each separate from the main text. In each 
case it would be easy to print the larger text on a label 
and attach it over the existing text.

The medal drawers need to be marked 
otherwise they may go unnoticed.

There is room on the top of the medal cabinet to have a 
simple label, ‘More medal in the drawers below’ or 
words to that effect.

Caroline claims that the photograph 
purporting to be Jef Denym (the 
Belgium carillonneur who played at 
the opening ceremony) isn’t him?

The text making the claim is about three lines separate 
from the main text so can be blacked out without any 
other changes to the story board.

Very little on the role of women’s 
contribution in WW1.

It was suggested that the panel covering the stairs door, 
at present covered by a full length image of the Zeppelin 
damage in the Rushes, be given over to, ‘Women at War’ 
Neil will research some stories. Marigold researched the 
VAD’s and the story is on the Roll of Honour site. See: 
Loughborough Roll of Honour - Loughborough VADs she may have 
more information. We do have a couple of objects 
relating to the VADs See: 2014.57 

A bell clapper (when we can get a 
‘strong youth’ to collect one from the 
Clavier Room)

Simple label to explain that it is the clapper that moves 
not the bell, depress the baton on the Clavier translates 
to moving that big, heavy clapper.

Songsters original grave marker. There is, at present no explanation as to what it is. Mary, 
can you write a few lines? Grave marker

Labels in central cabinet with 
numbers, in some cases the numbers 
don’t match the text, some might not 
be necessary, i.e individual trench art 
objects don’t need any text to explain 
what they are. 

Put this in abeyance (now that I can spell it) until we 
decide if any other objects will join those already there.

Label for Harry Cutts folder of his and 
his mother’s letters, postcards and his 
mother’s and sister’s passports, issued 
so they could visit Harry’s grave.

Although there is an explanation on the cover of the 
folder, invariably the folder is left open by people flicking 
through it obscuring the explanation. There is room for a 
simple explanation below the booklet. 

The mallet used by Mrs Godber to lay 
on of the foundation stone. 

Vertigo have already agreed to produce one

The bible with the photographs of 
three ladies pasted inside.

There is no mention of whose bible it is, we should at 
least have his name on the object label. See: Albert Hunt 
This is the Leicesters’ database with a link back to or 
website

Alf Adams razor case struck by a bullet There is no room for the full explanation but the story 
could be told on the interactive screen (thank you Neil)

Typo in ‘Surviving the Trenches’ There is a ) in the wrong place, we agreed to ignore it.
The ‘Silent Picket’ In abeyance.

Other Tasks.

Wrong British rifle We knew this but thought no one would notice, how 

https://www.loughborough-rollofhonour.com/page13.htm
https://royalleicestershireregiment.org.uk/entity/4634343-hunt-albert-ernest?q=
https://chmarketingteam.wixsite.com/website/post/the-story-of-songster-an-old-loughborough-war-horse
https://sign-shop-loughborough.co.uk/


wrong we were. We have the cavalry version in the 
secure store which may be suitable, a reproduction is 
about £300 which is a little over the top.

The interactive screen It was installed but didn’t work, Debbie will speak with 
Vertigo. We hope to have video, images and stories.

Bolt for anti-tank rifle Secure store Mel will collect
13.5mm round Will reposition it to the breech of the anti-tank rifle
Zepplin model We have some WW1 model bi-planes in the same scale 

to be hung alongside
List of donor’s names to be alongside 
the anniversary bell

Now found will put it in place next visit to tower.

Object for recess by medal drawer Will trawl through catalogue for suitable object.
Coat hooks Two coat hooks will be fixed to the cupboard door.
Leaflet holder Now have one will position once we sort out the retail 

area.
Retail area This was the subject of a lot of discussion, will leave until 

we have the items back in the room and when the pile of 
boxes left by the people who throw the poppies from the 
balcony is removed

The wall behind the reception Once we move the retail items the wall becomes free. 
We need to think what we could display in that space.

Biddles medals Although we have the medals of all three of the Biddles 
men only one set is displayed. The acrylic display case 
needs to come off the medals mounted and the label 
rewritten.

Capt Christine’s Dugout name board Needs to be moved to the medal drawer alongside his 
medals.

Children’s activities Room does not allow us to do the activities we did 
before, in the past we ran a colouring competition. We 
gave out pictures of the carillon and kids took the away 
to colour in. We displayed all the return pictures 
(perhaps on that wall behind the counter)

Agreed on a cut out soldier figure which will stand 
outside (this is a headless figure that kids stand behind 
for a photo)

The photographs of medals in the 
catalogue do not match the medals in 
the drawers.

Ken has offered to photograph all the medals in the 
draws. I will also ask him to photograph the objects for 
the images in the brochure that Debbie is producing

Put all the trench art and sweetheart 
badges in the central cabinet

In abeyance. 

Donation shell case To be moved to the other door with a white background 
to make it highly visible and information on how we 
spend the money collected

Volunteers We need a couple more front of house volunteers. We 
will revisit this in the new year and mount a recruiting 
campaign

The outside information boards We will have at least two, Neil will rewrite so that they 
reflect our present situation and do not repeat anything 
on the inside story boards.



Key Christmas Events. What is happening in Loughborough over Christmas, fortunately there is no 
Christmas Charity Market, I am spared the task of motivating people to stand on our stall when the 
temperature appeared to be -5%.

 All Saints Christmas Tree Festival – 29th November – 20th December
 Waterstones, Post a Letter to Santa – 17th November – 9th December
 Loughborough Town Hall, Cinderella Pantomime – 22nd November – 4th January
 Loughborough Town Hall, Sock Christmas Art & Craft Fair – Sunday 23rd November
 Loughborough Christmas Lights Switch On – Friday 27th November
 Love Loughborough Gardeners’ Festive Fair – Sunday 30th November
 Rainbows Santa Run – Sunday 7th December
 Love Loughborough Steampunk themed Christmas Fair – Sunday 14th December

Christmas Cards. We have a few Carillon Christmas cards, I normally send out a few to people and 
organisations, Vertigo, Museum Development, the Mayor’s office etc. If you can think of anyone else 
who deserves a Christmas card from us or you would like one or two then let me know.

The text inside:          I heard the bells on Christmas Day

                                          Their old, familiar carols play,

                                                 And wild and sweet

                                                   The words repeat 

                                    Of peace on earth, good-will to men!

                                                                       Henry Longfellow

Mel 26.11.25




