
What’s On      July 2026
1 July Anniversary 

6 July HOD Meeting

7 July Group Visit

Anniversary The First Day of the Somme, 1 July 1916, remains the single darkest day in 
British military history.  Over 57,000 casualties were taken by the 
British Army and Newfoundland troops on the first day, with more 
than 18,500 killed. This is still the largest loss of life experienced by 
the British Army on a single day.

Today, CWGC Somme cemeteries, memorials, and war graves remind 
us of the sheer scale of loss of the battle. The image is the Thiepval Memorial

HOD (Heritage Open Days). This meeting for all those organisations and venues who are 
taking part in the HODs - a national event. They get together once a month to coordinate the 
activities in Loughborough. We will be taking part, more details closer to the date. Find us 
here: Leicestershire

Group Visit. 7 July is a Tuesday; I have had a conversation with Cassie about out of hours 
visits and yet another policy will be produced so there is no confusion about the various 
actions we need to take. We have a ‘Visiting Loughborough Carillon’ leaflet which includes a 
‘Group Visit Request Form’ which we will update and include in the policy.

The last ‘out of hours’ (last Tuesday) visit was a great success; they were a group of people 
learning English including two who looked like Buddhist Monks. My thanks to Neil, who 
spent time teaching English as a second language and who had a far better grasp of how to 
explain things, of which they had no comprehension, than me

First Floor Storage. Finally, CBC have given us permission to use the first 
floor of the tower for storage. I have been extremely concerned about 
the situation on the Charnwood Museum balcony. To say that we have 
part of the collection stored there would an exaggeration and a misuse 
of the word ‘stored’. Objects in bin liners, no order, a vague reference on 
the catalogued location as ‘balcony’.

However, moving the jumbled heap from the balcony to the first floor of the carillon is not 
without problems:

1. Permission comes with cost - part of the cost, new smoke detectors, has been met by 
CBC but extra changes to the fire preventive measures will cost £1200, a cost that the 
CBC department responsible had not budgeted for. They have asked us to share the 
cost and forgo the £600 grant they give us each year. Your committee have agreed to 
this. The work will not start until we close at the end of September.

https://www.cwgc.org/our-work/blog/the-thiepval-memorial-72-311-names-and-the-largest-cwgc-memorial-in-the-world/
https://www.heritageopendays.org.uk/whats-on/printable-area-lists/leicestershire.html


2. We will need racking, objects need to be off the floor, properly stored and their 
location catalogued with some degree of accuracy, box number, shelf number. 
Suitable racking will not come cheap and carrying it up the stairs and assembling it is, 
perhaps, a job that our volunteers would not relish, 

3. Talking volunteers, since we emptied the upper rooms our volunteer base has 
changed, where we had volunteers who could sprint up the stairs, we now have a 
more sedentary role and the volunteers we have recruited reflect that change in our 
role. 

Asking for volunteers from the public is a possibility (I know a group that would help) 
but, in this day and age of risk assessments and public liability we need to satisfy CBC 
that everything is in place and lawful. Some of you will remember the fiasco when 
students at the university were going to help us carry the uniforms down the stairs.
H & S ensured it never happened.

4. There can be no movement through the museum whilst we are open so it will be 
carried out during the close season. This at least gives us time to source the racking 
and to explore the source of some funding to help us cover the cost. I have put in an 
application for funding to Museum Development Midlands (MDM).

MDM were incredibly helpful even to the extent of paying a lady to look through our 
application and offer advice. However, the star of the show was Cassie who without 
hesitation responded to my request for help. She has a far better grasp of what these 
organisations expect to see in an application for funds then me. The application went 
in today, the 29th just a few hours before the application deadline.

Pte Richard Lane.  A lady came into the carillon and mentioned the 
name of Richard Lane. I told her that each year a potted plant appears 
just before Armistice Day (who else noticed?) and it turned out that it 
was her who placed it every year. 

She asked me to print of all the information on Richard we had.  I did 
this and wrote this covering letter which tells the story.

‘How delightful to meet you on Saturday at the Carillon Museum. As I explained I visited 
Berles au Bois where Richard was killed and buried in the local churchyard and took the 
picture of his grave.

‘After WW1 a soldier of the Leicestershire Regiment, Dick Read, wrote a book, Of Those We 
Loved, which described how kind the people of the village were to the men of the regiment. 
Somehow the people of the village read the book and invited the members of the Royal 
Leicestershire Regimental Association (of which I was one) to a ceremony where the village 
square was being renamed, ‘Dick Read Square’. 



‘There are 39 soldiers of the Leicestershire Regiment buried in the Berles au Bois Churchyard 
Extension; five of them from Loughborough. In preparation of the visit, we produced a folder 
with the stories of the 39 including images where they were available. I presented it to the 
small museum they have in their community hall. It was pleasing to see that when I visited 
the village a few years later the folder was still on display.

‘As part of the research, we appealed for information about the five and that is how I came 
to visit your sister in Long Whatton and was shown the scarf that Richard had worn in the 
war. I thought it was a very emotive item and so pleased that I now know it is in good hands. 
Your family should be equally pleased that Richard’s story lives on, not only on our Roll of 
Honour website but also in that small French village in France’.

Indian Army. Another visitor to the museum was a young Indian lady, 
as we were talking, she revealed that her father was a colonel in the 
Gurkhas. I, of course, thought she was talking about the Gurkhas in 
the British Army but no, her father was a commander of a Gurkha 
battalion in the Indian Army, there are far more Gurkhas in the Indian 
Army (39 battalions) than the British Army. 

She had recently visited her father and her phone was full of photographs of the treasures 
of the Officers Mess including swords and ceremonial objects of the Japanese Army 
captured in Burma during WW2. We sometimes forget the sacrifice that other countries 
made answering the call from the UK. There is no Roll of Honour for the tens of thousands 
of Chinese, Malays and Indonesians who died as slave laborers at the hands of the Japanese.

But back to the young lady, I told her that my latest favorite YouTube video was the Assam 
(northeast India) Regiment, she had it on her phone and related the story that it celebrates 
a hero of the regiment in WW1. Hear it here … Assam Regiment Song “Badluram Ka badan 
Zameen Ka niche hain” song

Quiz Question. In the above article there is mention of the Officers Mess, but in the British 
Army we also have the Sergeants Mess and Corporals Mess. Why ‘Mess’.

Carillon Booklet. In 2014 we produced a bigger, better and full 
colour to booklet to replace previous versions. Marigold wrote the 
text and Peter Minshall (RIP) provided the images. We ordered far 
too many copies; we should have had far fewer and updated it every 
two years. We didn’t and finally after 12 years we are down to the 
last few copies.

It is time to consider updating the booklet. It is not as big a project as 
it might sound as much of what Marigold wrote needs very little 
updating. There are just three pages of text and images of the museum that need to be 
completely replaced with images and text about the present museum.

The booklet was partially funded by Museum Development and supported by Charnwood 
Borough Council.

https://www.youtube.com/shorts/Kk-_-xOmOdY
https://www.youtube.com/shorts/Kk-_-xOmOdY
https://www.ww1cemeteries.com/berles-au-bois-churchyard-extension.html
https://www.ww1cemeteries.com/berles-au-bois-churchyard-extension.html


Looking for a volunteer to rewrite just those three pages. I can give you a copy of the booklet 
so you can get an idea of the style. One problem is that we don’t have a digital copy, Peter, 
unfortunately, took it to the grave. The draft had to be agreed with Charnwood Borough 
Council so we are exploring the possibility that they have a copy of the original final draft.

Using Photographs. You may remember that a company called Alamy wanted us to pay them 
£400 + for using a photograph of the carillon on our website which, 
apparently, they own. After a dozen emails it had dropped to £80 and after 
another dozen emails, I was about to pay up but before I did, I asked them 
the name of the photographer: hoping it was Peter Minshall, a volunteer with 
us before he died, who was a keen photographer and took many photographs 
we have used in the past. 

Alamy replied that they could not divulge the photographers name but did give me a link to 
the photograph on their site, which was odd because in the details about the photograph 
the name of the person who took it was included. It wasn’t Peter. I looked at the other 
photographs credited to the same man, lots and lots of images of the carillon including one 
in which I appear.

I emailed Alamy (yet again) to ask if I should have been told that the photograph was to be 
used for commercial purposes and should I be paid each time it was used? Unfortunately, 
they referred me to their legal department and still demanded the £80. I have given in and 
passed the details of how to pay to Christine.

Poems. I asked for volunteers to type up a number of unpublished poems we have, mostly 
written by soldiers. However, I was overtaken by the need to complete the application for 
funding for the kitting out of the first floor.

Now I have hit the ‘send’ key I can turn my attention back to the poems. Marigold is writing 
an introduction to each poem and I have the last eleven to be typed up. If you want to help 
then please email me again, two or three each depending on length should do it.

Once we have a digital copy we will explore the possibility of publishing them as a small 
pamphlet. 

Siegfried Sassoon wrote:

I knew a simple soldier boy who grinned at life in empty joy,
Slept soundly through the lonesome dark, and whistled early with the lark.

In winter trenches, cowed and glum, with crumps and lice and lack of rum,
He put a bullet through his brain. No one spoke of him again.

You smug-faced crowds with kindling eye who cheer when soldier lads march by, sneak  
home and pray you'll never know the hell where youth and laughter go.

MG 29.6.2026

https://www.alamy.com/

