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Diary Dates 

30 September. Close down

7 October Loughborough Heritage Forum

Close down. Now we have closed down until Easter 2027 there are a number of jobs to 
complete. I will send out my thoughts on changes and improvements but I also need your 
input, what do we well? What improvements could we make? Any additions to the objects 
on display or anything we should remove? 

However, before that, we need to remove the retail items and empty 
the donations in the shell case. For the retail items I will bring sealable 
plastic bags; the items can be counted and the stock adjusted on the 
iPad. The items will be stored in New Street. More on the retail offer in 
in the ‘Things to Do’ to follow once I have your suggestions.

The donations, I will bring a bag strong enough to carry the coin and 
bank bags. Hopefully we can borrow the training room at Charnwood 
Museum so the money can be tipped out and counted. 

If you have an hour on Wednesday 30th be at the carillon at 11am. 

Heritage Forum. This forum is a collection of all the heritage groups and those loosely 
connected to heritage including a representative of CBC and Loughborough Building Society 
who sponsor the event. The event starts with a free buffet lunch followed by reports of 
those organisations who attend and any future events and items of interest to the heritage 
sector in Loughborough.

All the admin, invites, agenda and minutes are managed by the Loughborough Library Local 
Studies. 

The Racking. We have yet to hear from Museum Development Midlands (MDM) as to 
whether we have been successful in our application for funding to buy 
racking, storage boxes and art storage racks. I am confident that we will 
succeed, although they returned our first application.  It was 
accompanied by some very positive comments and they provided help 
in the way of a lady, an expert in these things, to help us improve our 
amended application. I must also mention and thank Cassie for all the 
help and support she gave in writing the application.

However, no one will be more pleased than Cassie to see the balcony cleared of all our stuff 
and she is writing a policy and procedures document to cover the way we operate in 
accessing the first-floor store. I’m sure the horse will be pleased to see us.

https://www.mdmidlands.org.uk/


Facebook. Many years ago, the late Peter Minshall, attended a short 
training session on social media and he created our Facebook page. 
Since he passed, I have been posting on our page. We have 1312 
followers and 72% of them are from Loughborough so it is a useful 
tool. I need to hand this on: I need a volunteer to manage our page. 
Could it be you?

The image on the right is the first photograph we posted on Facebook. It shows the ground 
floor at the time, a cabinet in the centre of the room which, following a fire inspection, we 
had to remove and now resides in the Local Studies in Loughborough Library. The 
mannequin was in the service dress of an officer in the Royal Anglian Regiment. Whoever 
dressed it made seven mistakes, every thing from the chinstrap on backwards to the wrong 
shoes.

For whoever takes it on we have plenty of material.  In the absence of anything interesting 
to post I fall back on, ‘From the Collection in our Care’ a photograph and a few words about 
a particular object in the collection. The catalogue is online so it is easy to trawl through and 
find an object to feature. The second fall back default is ‘On This Day’. We have a document 
with all the WW1 casualties set out month by month with a link to their entry on the Roll of 
Honour page, of which you can have a copy. For instance, on 30 September, we have: 
270428 Pte Thomas Hoe. Killed in Action 30th September 1918, Aged 34. LINK

ebay. As with our Facebook page; I also look after our eBay sales and I am looking for 
someone to take this on. We make very few sales, one or two a month - 
a total of 934 items and 100% positive feedback since we started. As a 
charity we benefit from the eBay for Charity and occasionally we receive 
small donations through them. 

Looking after eBay is a simple task, you would have a quantity of items at home, eBay email 
when something is sold and you post it within three days. I always contact the buyer to 
thank them for supporting our museum and informing them that the item is in the post. It is 
a standard reply, a simple copy and paste. You would have the envelopes and any postal 
charges would be reimbursed. Manage active listings - eBay Seller Hub

If you are interested in either of the two tasks I will talk you through the process of Facebook 
or eBay and I am always available if you have any questions.

Library. In the last newsletter I mentioned that one of my aims was to have a library on our 
website with a statement that the public could view or borrow the books. Mary was quick to 
point out that we already have such a page: Books - Loughborough Carillon & War Memorial 
Museum  .   It is not the easiest page to find as there is not a direct link to it on the homepage 
alongside the Catalogue, Objects and Collections or the ‘Menu ‘or ‘Quick Links’ at the 
bottom of the home page. 

By coincidence at the same time as Mary’s email I had another from a lady in Scotland who 
was enquiring about a book in the collection – item 2018.159 Hardback Scrapbook 1937-
1947 1st Derbyshire Yeomanry illustrated.

https://www.ebay.co.uk/sh/lst/active
https://carillontower.org.uk/books/
https://carillontower.org.uk/books/
https://charity.ebay.com/
https://www.loughborough-rollofhonour.com/page39.htm#Hoe270428
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100064734486794


We have added two more books, 2026.14  '  Beer and War'   by Simon Fenn and 2026.23  
'Fighting on the Home Front’ the legacy of women in WW1 by Kate Adie. I haven’t read Beer 
and War yet but have read Kate Adie’s book. 

Kate Adie tells the story of how women stepped up to do more than ‘their 
bit’ in WW1. We are all aware of how women filled the vacancies left by 
the five million men who served in the war. The book explores the social 
implications and prejudices of the day, from women playing football (in 
1921, it all stopped. The Football Association decided football was "quite 
unsuitable for females" and women's football was banned. It would be 50 
years before the ban was lifted) to the exodus of downstairs maids to the 
munitions factories for better pay and the independence that brought 
even if it was, ‘only for the duration’.

The middle and upper class ladies, many of whom had been involved with the suffragette 
movement entered the voluntary sector, bringing their confidence, organisation skills and of 
course their connections. 

The book is full of quirky statistics, 13 million cigarettes were sent along with the Princess 
Mary gift boxes, a textile company received an order for 8 thousand miles of material for 
puttees. It is well worth the read, well researched, well written and enthralling throughout. 
Let me know if you would like to read it.

In last month’s newsletter I wrote about a book, A Woman of Spirit by Margaret Dickinson. A 
romantic novel set in WW1 Loughborough. We get an acknowledgement for the help we 
gave the author when she was researching book. Marigold has since read the book and 
reports:

‘This romance novel is set in the period 1912-1918 in a close-knit working-class
community in Loughborough. Themes include the suffragette movement and the
First World War, both factually accurate and chronologically correct. The characters
portrayed in the novel are very realistic and well done.

Molly, the heroine, is not initially a very spirited woman. She is dominated throughout
her childhood by her best friend, Queenie, and she is very cautious about offending
her family or neighbours, but she eventually develops a quiet courage to deal with
Queenie, who becomes a duplicitous snob.’

Anyone wanting a good description of the town of Loughborough at that time,
however, will be disappointed. There are token references to some places (Ashby
Rd, John Taylor’s Bellfoundry, the ‘park’, the market and its annual fair, the
Hippodrome, the Brush, Loughborough Hospital) but no real descriptions of what
they were actually like. Surprisingly there is no mention of any Loughborough
church. A real opportunity has been missed here, which would have given the novel
some extra depth.

https://books.google.co.uk/books/about/Fighting_on_the_Home_Front.html?id=8S3WlAEACAAJ&redir_esc=y
https://www.amazon.fr/Beer-War-History-Hidden-Glass/dp/B0HFYFL9TG


POW blog. Debbie, spotting the POW postcards I recently 
posted on Facebook, has written an excellent and very moving 
blog about Pte Black, the sender of the two postcards whilst in 
captivity. I will be posting the link on the Leicestershire 
Regimental Association Facebook page, although the 
association finally disbanded in 2024, they still maintain the 
page and have an email distribution list, ‘Tigers in the News’ If 
you have not yet read the blog here is the link   Postcards from a POW - Loughborough Carillon & 
War Memorial Museum 

Frank is on the Leicesters’ database. I can edit entries on the database so I have added a link 
to the blog. Frank Black: Royal Leicestershire Regiment

Community Heroes. I had the honour of being nominated for a 
‘Community Hero Award’ here I am receiving the award from the 

Mayor of Charnwood, Councillor Colin 
Hamilton.

Christine, along with Dave Kirby, is to be congratulated for being 
awarded ‘Community Champion’ for their work on the 
Shelthorpe exhibition at the Local Studies. 

Gas Masks. A recent asbestos check at Charnwood Museum 
bought up the fact that some gas masks that we hold might 
contain asbestos in the inlet canister. 

Chemical agents, commonly referred to as poison gas had been 
used in WW1 and in the build up to WW2 both the government 
and the population were terrified that it would be used again. The 
issue of gas masks to every adult, child and baby began in 1937 
and by the start of the war 38 million masks had been issued at a 
cost of two shilling each.

The military were issued with a better quality mask and these 
definitely contain asbestos; the canister is full of charcoal and a wad of cotton wool bulked 
out with asbestos laid on top. As it is impossible tell by visual inspection whether there is 
asbestos in the canister all gas masks are treated as if they have.

The problem has been common knowledge for many years and gas masks are never used as 
a handling objects or worn. We have a number of masks in the collection and the only ones 
that can be considered safe are the modern S6 and S10 respirators we hold. We have just 
one mask on display and although it is German it needs to be treated as if it also contains 
asbestos.

The Imperial War Museum suggest a simple way to store them, in Ziplock plastic bags, and if 
on display how to make it safe; although even after treatment the advice is still not to wear 
them. I will order the bags and treat the canister as advised, the stored masks will, in future, 

https://royalleicestershireregiment.org.uk/entity/73692-black-frank-william?q=
https://carillontower.org.uk/postcards-from-a-pow/
https://carillontower.org.uk/postcards-from-a-pow/


be kept in a metal box with a warning label pasted on the outside. It is safe to assume that 
we will fall foul in future inspections as H & S becomes more and more cautious but we will 
deal with that when it comes.

Alba. Many of you will have completed the survey about your 
impressions of your last visit to a museum as part of the PhD Alba is 
doing at Loughborough University. The next phase is a face to face 
session. I am sure that, like me, you will want to help and encourage 
youngsters in their education. Alba has been a valuable volunteer, 
manning the desk every Wednesday afternoon. If you wish to help 
email Alba at:  A.M.Cuevas-Nunez@lboro.ac.uk

This plea is in no way influenced by the fact that Alba having visited her family in Mexico 
over the summer brought me back a bottle of Tequila complete with a leather encased glass. 

Finally. Once we have succeeded in our application to fund the move of the collection not 
on display to the first floor of the tower, we need to do an inventory. Three things we need 
to achieve: that each object’s location is correctly recorded, that each object is marked, that 
each object is packed to keep it safe from damage and the environment. 

Here is a YouTube video that sets out our responsibilities regarding the objects in our care: 
What is accountability for collections?

PS.The image at the top is 2018.237 Newspaper article, ‘Sky Piano’ Loughborough Carillon. 
Dated April 1937.

MG 29 Sept 2026

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LEV6MBu7G0s

	Community Heroes. I had the honour of being nominated for a ‘Community Hero Award’ here I am receiving the award from the Mayor of Charnwood, Councillor Colin Hamilton.
	PS.The image at the top is 2018.237 Newspaper article, ‘Sky Piano’ Loughborough Carillon. Dated April 1937.

